Iglesia Filipina Independiente
Obispado Maximo
1500 Taft Avenue, Ermita, Manila, Philippines
 
Christmas 2007
 
Dear Friends and Fellow Faithful,
 
The specter of destruction and death brought about by wars, of million 
people dying from famine, of sovereign nations collapsing with the 
onslaught of globalization, set the agonizing global background in our 
celebration of Christmas. One can only rightly ask how we can 
celebrate the joy of Christmas with such conflicts of enormous 
magnitude hovering over a broken world.
 
Finding themselves amid this painful reality, many tend to understand 
Christmas as an occasion that brings temporary respite from all the 
troubles that the human heart has known; a season for merry-making, a 
time to feast on food and wine. We immersed ourselves in an avalanche 
of consumerist Christmas goods as well as commercialized Christmas 
carols that placate our minds with anesthetic beats of festive music 
and songs.
 
Humanity has come to celebrate Christmas that is void of true meaning 
and significance in a world that struggles to survive and continues to 
aspire for the coming of an era of justice and peace. But we know what 
Christmas is really all about. It is the “Word becoming flesh” which 
tells us how the Son of God took on human flesh and blood and became 
man in the person of Jesus and that through his sacrifice humankind 
has been reconciled with God. We must firmly take hold of this gift of 
God in Jesus as we celebrate Christmas and live out its meaning in our 
own place and time.
 
The birth of Christ has endowed us with the courageous spirit, knowing 
that “God is with us”, arming us with faith and hope to incarnate the 
spirit of Christmas in a world that has been shackled to pain and 
terror. Christmas time is not a time to escape the predicament of our 
existence and turn our backs at the pressing questions of our 
humanity. It is an opportunity to share to the world, through our 
witness, the joy of the coming of Jesus Christ and to affirm our hope 
for just peace amidst a beleaguered world.
 
Let us make this Christmas a celebration of just peace and life 
abundant. †
 
In Christ,
 
 
 
The Most Rev. Godofredo J. David
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